
Shirley Lea Lear
July 2, 1926 - March 20, 2021

Shirley Lea Lear went to be with the Lord on March 20, 2021. She passed
away at the age of 94 years, surrounded by family after suffering a recent
stroke. 

 She was a wonderful and loving wife, mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother and a friend to many. 

 Shirley was born in Oxnard, California on July 2, 1926 to Lela and Ray
Christian. She was schooled in Fresno and graduated from Fresno Tech in
1944. 

 Shirley married the love of her life, Richard Lear in October 1944. She and
Richard were married for 67 years until his passing in 2011. They made their
home in Kingsburg, California in 1956. 

 Shirley was primarily a homemaker, but also enjoyed working as an Avon
Representative for over 35 years and was an active member of the Kingsburg
Community Church. 

 Shirley is survived by her son, Thom Lear; daughter Jeannie Giardina with
husband, Walter and daughter Pam Alvarado with husband Steve. Her
grandchildren included Christian Holder with wife Tamela; Corey Holder;
Johneen Lear; Jacob Alvarado and great-granddaughter, Emily Andrade. She
will also be missed by her niece, Vicky Kantner and many great-nieces and
nephews. 

 Shirley's family would like to thank Dr. Josephine Perez for the many
wonderful years of love and care. They also give great thanks to the



Kingsburg Care Center for giving care and being a warm home for her in the
last couple of years. 

 Shirley had a talent for writing short poetry and indicated she wanted the
following stanza included in her obituary: 

 If I made you laugh or even smile; 
 My time on earth has been worthwhile. 

 

Shirley was loved by all and will be missed by many.



Tribute Wall

VK

Victoria Kantner - March 25, 2021 at 09:07 PM

Victoria Kantner lit a candle in memory of
Shirley Lea Lear

Betty Ruegge - March 23, 2021 at 10:33 AM

To the family members of Shirley.....my thoughts and prayers for you
at this difficult time. Shirley was a lovely person to have known for
so many years now. 
Blessings, Betty Ruegge

VK

Victoria Kantner - March 25, 2021 at 09:06 PM

To my wonderful Aunt Mom Shirley Lear. You made my life so much
happier sending me love and hugs all the way to Seattle. Memories of
BBQs visits with Thom Jeannie and Pam, camping at Mt Shasta and
my last favorite trip with You and Uncle Dick driving me to the
mountains. I’ll never forget you From, Your Other Darling Daughter
Vicky


